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Draft:  2-13-2023 

Adopted: [insert date] 
CHAPTER 6 

 
HEALTH AND SANITATION 

 
ARTICLE IV. REGULATION OF NOISE 

 
Sec. 6-20. Short title and application of article generally. 
 

This Article shall be known and referred to as the “Noise Ordinance of Bath County, 
Virginia.”  It shall be applicable to the control of noises originating within the jurisdictional limits 
of Bath County and from County-owned lands located outside the jurisdictional limits of the 
County. 
 
Sec. 6-20-A. Declaration of policy. 
 

At certain levels, noise can be detrimental to the health, welfare, safety, peace, and quality 
of life of the citizens of the County, and in the public interest, noise should be controlled. It is, 
therefore, the policy of the County to reduce noise in the County and to prohibit certain 
unnecessary, excessive, harmful, and annoying noises. 
 
Sec. 6-20-B. Administration and enforcement. 
 

This Article shall be enforced and administered by the Sheriff, with the assistance of other 
County departments as required. 
 
Sec. 6-20-C. Definitions. 
 

For purposes of this article, certain terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this 
section, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 
 

Audible and discernable: sound that can be heard by the human ear and is sufficiently 
distinct such that its source can be clearly identified. 

 
Dwelling unit: one or more rooms arranged, designed, or intended to be occupied as 

separate living quarters by one or more persons and including permanent provisions for living, 
sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation. 

 
Emergency: any occurrence or set of circumstances involving actual or imminent physical 

trauma or property damage which demands immediate action. 
 

Noise: any sound which annoys or disturbs humans or which causes or tends to cause an 
adverse psychological or physiological effect on humans. 
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Person: any individual, partnership, corporation, firm, association, trust, estate, society, 
club, private institution, group of persons acting in concert, organization or agency, or any legal 
successor, representative, agent or agency of the foregoing. This term shall not include the federal, 
state, county, town, city or local government, or any agency or institution thereof. 

 
Sheriff: the Sheriff of Bath County, Virginia, or his or her duly appointed designees. 
 
Sound: an oscillation in pressure, particle displacement, particle velocity or other physical 

parameter, in a medium with internal forces that cause compression and rarefaction of that 
medium, and which propagates at finite speed. The description of sound may include any 
characteristic of such sound, including duration, intensity and frequency. 

 
Sound amplifying equipment: any machine, device or equipment for the amplification of 

the human voice, music or any other sound. This term shall not include warning devices on 
authorized emergency vehicles, or horns or other warning devices on other vehicles used only for 
traffic safety purposes. 
 
Sec. 6-20-D. Loud noises prohibited. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person, on Monday through Sunday, between the hours of 10:00 
p.m. and 6:00 a.m.: 

 
1) To operate a device, musical instrument, or to otherwise create sound which exceeds 60 

dBA when measured from the point of origin of the complaint on any other property 
affected by the sound. 
 

2) To allow any animal or animals to frequently or habitually howl, bark, meow, squawk or 
make such noise in such a manner as to permit sound to be heard in any other person’s 
dwelling unit with doors and windows closed and the source of sound generation is 
discernable regardless of whether such doors or windows are closed.  A person is subject 
to the penalties below only if he is found to have violated this subsection three (3) or more 
times in a thirty (30) day period. 

 
Sec. 6-20-E. Exemptions. 
 

The following specific activities or sources of noise shall be exempt from the regulations 
set forth in this Article: 
 

(1) Business, manufacturing, construction, industrial0F

1 or agricultural operations.1F

2 
 

(2) Activities or land use for which a conditional use permit has been issued or a special 
exception has been granted by Bath County. 
 

 
1 Virginia Code § 15.2-980 provides that localities cannot enforce civil penalties for noise violations against 
businesses on industrial property. 
2 Virginia Code § 15.2-2288.6 limits the ability of localities to regulate agricultural operations. 
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(3) Activities or events which have been granted by Bath County pursuant to this Chapter. 
 

(4) Activities for which the regulation of noise has been preempted by federal law. 
 

(5) Sounds emitted in the performance of emergency work or for the purpose of alerting 
persons to the existence of an emergency. 
 

(6) Sound generated by the operation of any governmental function or activities sponsored by 
the County. 
 

(7) Lawful activities on or in public and school athletic facilities and on or in publicly owned 
properties and facilities, including but not limited to, devices permitted to be used at public 
parks or recreation fields, sporting events, school-sponsored activities on school grounds, 
or duly authorized parades, public functions or commemorative events. 
 

(8) Military activities of the Commonwealth of Virginia or of the United States of America. 
 

(9) Religious services, religious events or religious activities or expressions, including, but not 
limited to, music, singing, bells, chimes and organs, which are a part of such service, event, 
activity or expression. 

 
Sec. 6-20-F. Violation and Civil Penalty. 
 

Any person who violates any provision of this Article shall be assessed a civil penalty of 
$250 for the first offense and $500 for each subsequent offense.  

 
Sec. 6-20-G. Other remedies. 
 

No provision of this article shall be construed to impair any common law or statutory cause 
of action or legal remedy of any person for injury or damage to person or property, arising from 
violation of this article or arising from noise that either is exempted or does not violate this article. 
 

This ordinance shall become effective on and from the date of its adoption. 


